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  Town of Middlebury Planning Commission (MPC) 1 

Rotary Small Meeting Room, First Floor 2 

77 Main Street, Municipal Offices 3 

Minutes of July 29, 2021 4 

Reviewed for accuracy by PC 10/7/21 (no quorum) 5 

 6 

 Members Present: Barbara Saunders (Chair), Erik Remsen and Lucy Schumer  

Members Absent: Sam Ostrow, Todd Desabrais, Angela Landis, Chris Robbins   

Staff Present:   Jennifer Murray 

Others Present: Max Taxman (Middlebury College intern) 

This was a hybrid meeting with some participants attending in person and others by Zoom 7 

 8 

1. Call to Order-  Barbara opened the meeting at 12:10 9 

There is not a quorum of the Planning Commission present, but the meeting will 10 

proceed anyway. 11 

 12 

2. Conservation Plan presentation 13 

Jeff Howarth was present to provide an overview of the Conservation Plan activities being 14 

undertaken by the conservation commission, to be continued by his Fall Conservation 15 

Planning class.  He would like to include several things in the next Town Plan update, 16 

which is not a full update but a simple plan Amendment for the purpose of incorporating 17 

the Downtown Master Plan at the end of 2021. 18 

Jennifer advised caution about including proposed deliverables 2) and 3) in the next Town 19 

Plan update (end of 2021) as it would take more time to vet process/procedure 20 

recommendations that affect other committees and organizations.  She would prefer to 21 

focus on just including deliverable 1) in the Town Plan for now, but thinks it would be 22 

great to include the other items in the Conservation Plan to be incorporated as an 23 

external reference document.  Lucy supported the idea of using science to make 24 

conservation decisions.  Barbara supports Jeff’s proposal for moving forward to develop 25 

these ideas with the conservation commission and his students, and looks forward to 26 

continuing the conversation. 27 

 28 
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3. Master Planning Exercise- Police Station Site and Sabourin Property (Pt 2) 34 

Max presented his concepts for the town-owned parcel across from the police station and 35 

an adjacent privately-owned property.  These parcels stretch between the former 36 

wastewater treatment plant and the future Amtrak Rail platform.  Max’s proposal shows 37 

an overflow parking lot as well as parking for a multifamily apartment building located on 38 

Town property.  The parking lots would be accessed off Lucius Shaw Drive.  The 39 

Multifamily apartment building would be the terminated vista lying at the end of a new 40 

access road from Middle Seymour Street across a property owned by the Phyllis 41 

Armstrong revocable trust.  The concept shows that townhomes can be situated on both 42 

sides of that access road.  A second access road curves around the two existing historic 43 
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white houses on the site, terminating across from the rail platform.  Those houses could 44 

be repurposed for commercial uses complementary to the rail platform, such as a coffee 45 

shop and visitor’s center.  The PC asked some questions and liked the concept plan.  46 

Jennifer asked if this looked like acceptable density to them and there were no concerns. 47 

 48 

Max showed a plan for the Sabourin Property with commercial development proposed for 49 

the south end of the Rte 7 frontage.  It was suggested he try the development on the 50 

other side for the final presentation.  51 

 52 

4. Adjournment:  Meeting concluded at 1:30 PM. 53 

 54 

Submitted by:  Jennifer Murray  55 


